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Publisher
Address
Phone number
Grades 4-12.

Cost

Description: descriptions are based on information from the curriculum’s introduction.
This description may mention units or modules not specified after the title; these units
or modules may appear at other grade levels or may not relate to energy issues.

Grade level: Grade levels are described as indicated in the curriculum. Each
unit is listed separately. For example, if a K-6 curriculum package has separate
binders for each grade, it is listed as K, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.

REPORT CARD

Overall Grade A

General Content A

Presentation A-

Pedagogy A

Teacher Usability A-

Energy Content A

Science 5
History/Social Science 4
Health 1
Mathematics 1
Performing/Fine Arts 1
Language Arts 5
Industrial/Vocational Education 0
Foreign Language 0

These comments reflect the evaluator’s
written responses on the narrative
portion of the evaluation tool and are
categorized by topic.  If there were no
comments on a particular topic, that
heading will not appear.

General Content

Presentation

Pedagogy

Teacher Usability

Specific Content

Additional Teacher Thoughts
Comments in this section are of a
general nature and reflect
evaluators’ overall opinions rather
than responses to specific topic
areas in the evaluation tool.

This indicates the
grade level of this
evaluation. Multilevel
curricula are evalu-
ated at all applicable
grade levels and may
appear elsewhere in
the compendium.

Each curricula receives an overall grade,
as noted in the Report Card. This grade
corresponds to the number if icons ap-
pearing here: 5 icons represent A+; 4 1/2
icons, A; 4 icons, A-; 3 1/2 icons, B+;
3 icons, B; and 2 1/2 icons, B-.

These grades
reflect the
numeric score
earned by the
curriculum for
each evaluation
area.

Evaluators indicated the degree of emphasis
placed on each discipline.  Results are reflected
on this scale with zero (0) indicating no emphasis
and six (6) indicating major emphasis.

The facing page
contains two
sample pages from
the curriculum.
Many lessons are
more than two
pages in length;
therefore, sample
pages may not
include an entire
lesson.
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Teach With Energy!

National Energy Foundation
5225 Wiley Post Way, Suite 170
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116
801-539-1406
801-539-1451 (fax)
e-mail: info@nef1.org
http://www.nef1.org

Item #11TWE: $15 per copy; 160 pages, 1990.  Teachers receive a 20% discount
upon request. Teach with Energy! is available on the web for $15.

Grades K-3

An energy, electricity and science resource guide for teachers.

REPORT CARD

Overall Grade B+

General Content B+

Presentation B

Pedagogy B

Teacher Usability A

Energy Content B+

Science
History/Social Science
Health
Mathematics
Performing/Fine Arts
Language Arts
Industrial/Vocational Education
Foreign Language

General Content
Student is able to gain in-depth understand-
ing of each theme presented. Great learning
objectives. Grade level appropriate activities.

Presentation
Explains energy in layman’s terms. A variety
of wonderful activities from coloring books
to games. A very cohesive, developmentally
appropriate, thorough curriculum on energy
awareness.

Pedagogy
The nature of energy requires inference
(i.e. the sun, coal, etc. are things students
cannot touch). This curriculum does a good
job of bringing the concepts to the student’s
level (K-3).

Teacher Usability
Excellent teacher resource section.
Thorough teacher background.

Energy Content
Excellent background information for teachers
and students on coal, oil, natural gas, and
how these energy resources are formed.
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The Energy Sourcebook—Elementary Unit

TVA Environmental Research Center
P.O. Box 1010, CTR 2C
Muscle Shoals, AL 35662-1010
205-386-2714
205-386-2126 (fax)

$35 each; 1992.

Grades K-3

The “Sourcebook” is intended to aid elementary teachers in teaching basic science
and real-life applications of scientific principles in energy studies.

REPORT CARD

Overall Grade B

General Content B+

Presentation B-

Pedagogy B-

Teacher Usability B+

Energy Content B-

Science
History/Social Science
Health
Mathematics
Performing/Fine Arts
Language Arts
Industrial/Vocational Education
Foreign Language

General Content
Thorough, comprehensive. May be more
appropriate for intermediate grades. Covers
choices and consequences. Could easily
stand alone as a physical science unit.

Presentation
Binder sections effectively organized.
Written as an elementary guide, but doesn’t
designate upper/primary levels.

Pedagogy
Some activities are more worksheet-
oriented than project or activity-oriented.
Pedagogy is limited to lecture/dialogue
and demonstrate/do.

Teacher Usability
Good teacher background information for
all lessons. Some materials lists are quite
extensive. Resources listed at the end of
each lesson.

Energy Content
Good variety of lessons on energy and
conservation.
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Let’s Get Energized!

California Energy Commission
Education Office
1516 Ninth St., MS-31
Sacramento, California 95814
916-654-4989
916-654-4420 (fax)
http://www.energy.ca.gov

$1.50 per copy; 136 pages.

Grades K-6. Evaluation based on review of maerials for grades K-3.

A collection of energy education and awareness  activities designed for after-school
enrichment/childcare programs.

REPORT CARD

Overall Grade B

General Content B

Presentation B

Pedagogy B

Teacher Usability B+

Energy Content C+

Science
History/Social Science
Health
Mathematics
Performing/Fine Arts
Language Arts
Industrial/Vocational Education
Foreign Language

General Content
Excellent integrated lessons using a variety
of instructional strategies. Interesting, grade
level appropriate lessons.

Presentation
Designed as brief, fun, inclusive lessons.
Few activities for Kindergarten; first grade
would need a lot of revision to be age
appropriate.

Pedagogy
Lacks some type of assessment plan. Uses a
lot of different educational strategies. Many
lessons use discovery-based learning.

Teacher Usability
Activities are designed for a multi-age,
after-school program, so to use at a particular
grade, the teacher needs to adapt to the
specific grade. Meant as enrichment, it
would not hold it’s own in a classroom.

Energy Content
Great energy saver and conservation
activities for latchkey or after school
programs. Limited information on alternate
forms of energy.

Additional Evaluator Thoughts
Does a good job for its intended audience.
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Think Earth!

The Energy Source Education Council
Education Development Specialists
5505 E.  Carson Street, Suite 250
Lakewood, CA 90713-3096
562-420-6814
562-420-1485 (fax)

$40 per unit for Preschool, Kindergarten, Grade 1, Grade 2, Grade 3.
(Each unit includes Think Earth Video, teacher’s guide, posters, story/resource cards,
and blackline masters.) K-1, 1991; pre-K, 1995.

Grades PreK-1

Grade level specific, five-lesson units focusing on conserving natural resources and
reducing waste and pollution.

REPORT CARD

Overall Grade B-

General Content B+

Presentation B+

Pedagogy B-

Teacher Usability B+

Energy Content C+

Science
History/Social Science
Health
Mathematics
Performing/Fine Arts
Language Arts
Industrial/Vocational Education
Foreign Language

General Content
Simple units that build on each other from
pre-K through 6th grade. Many language
arts activities.

Presentationon
Developmentally on target. Good video and
activity cards. Aesthetically appealing to
young students and also teachers.

Pedagogy
Assessment could be improved. Good
activities.

Teacher Usability
Extensive resource guide which includes
addresses and phone numbers plus a nice
environmental literature list. Stories and
home activities are available in Spanish.
Material would be friendly for new teachers
(or substitutes) to use.

Energy Content
Mini units in conserving natural resources,
reducing waste, and minimizing pollution.



9

G
R

A
D

E
S  K

-3



10

COMMENTS

DISCIPLINE EMPHASIS                0    1    2    3    4   5   6

Offalot

The Energy Source Education Council
Program Distribution Office
5505 E. Carson Street, Suite 250
Lakewood, CA 90713-3096
562-420-6814
562-420-1485 (fax)

Class set $65 (includes 36pg. teacher’s manual and 35 student copies); audiocassette,
puppet, and other support materials available; 1990.

Kindergarten

Introduces children to the use of energy in the home and helps them develop an awareness
of important conservation and safety practices.

REPORT CARD

Overall Grade B-

General Content B

Presentation B

Pedagogy C+

Teacher Usability B+

Energy Content C+

Science
History/Social Science
Health
Mathematics
Performing/Fine Arts
Language Arts
Industrial/Vocational Education
Foreign Language

General Content
Delivers information through teacher. Just a
two-week unit—not core curriculum.

Presentation
Developmentally on target for
Kindergartners. Much could be adapted
to LEP students as well. Easily understood.
Use of puppet is powerful. Very creative
two week unit.

Pedagogy
Uses stories and songs to teach concepts.
Not activity based. Weak assessment tool.

Teacher Usability
Lots of consumables. Colorful worksheets,
puppet, and picture cards would hold a
young child’s interest. Good teacher
background. Student booklet would have to
be purchased every year.

Energy Content
Only focuses on energy consumption and
conservation, not where it comes from, how
we get it, or why we should conserve it.
Promotes awareness of conservation and
safety.
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Living Lightly in the City Volume I

Schlitz Audubon Center
1111 East Brown Deer Road
Milwaukee, WI 53217
414-352-2880
414-352-6091 (fax)

$24.00 per volume (plus shipping and handling); 178 pages, 1990.

Grades K-3

Activities designed to increase an awareness about communities; sources of water, food,
energy and resources students consume daily.

REPORT CARD

Overall Grade B-

General Content B

Presentation B-

Pedagogy C+

Teacher Usability B

Energy Content C

Science
History/Social Science
Health
Mathematics
Performing/Fine Arts
Language Arts
Industrial/Vocational Education
Foreign Language

General Content
Varied activities which may be adapted to
urban situations. Well-presented lessons
with clear objectives. Thin coverage of
subject matter.

Presentation
Very developmentally appropriate; deals
with materials at childrens’ level. Expands
beyond energy awareness. Directions for
lessons not concise.

Pedagogy
Open-ended questions. Needs more hands-
on activities. Needs updated pedagogy.

Teacher Usability
These activities will infuse environmental
concepts into an existing curriculum.
Limited teacher and student background.
Great teacher resources at the end of each
chapter/theme. Few materials are needed;
however, a lot of photocopying would need
to be done.

Additional Evaluator Thoughts
Explicitly states that the K-3 guide has an
“emphasis on enjoyment and development
of a positive image of self and surroundings.”
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Conserve and Renew

California Energy Commission
Education Information
1516 Ninth Street, MS 29
Sacramento, Ca 95814
916-654-4989
916-654-4420 (fax)
http://www.energy.ca.gov/education

$1.50 per copy; 157 pages, 1990.

Grades 4-6

A collection of energy activities written and organized for use either as a unit on energy
or as individual activities to complement existing curricula.

REPORT CARD

Overall Grade A-

General Content A-

Presentation A-

Pedagogy A-

Teacher Usability A-

Energy Content A-

Science
History/Social Science
Health
Mathematics
Performing/Fine Arts
Language Arts
Industrial/Vocational Education
Foreign Language

General Content
Curriculum is integrated across all
disciplines. Lots of interdisciplinary
activities on a wide range of energy issues.

Presentation
Provides a section on ethics. Material is
clearly written with the objectives defined.

Pedagogy
The materials encourage problem solving
and critical thinking. Needs more hands-on
activities that are experiment based rather
than game based or listings of energy uses.

Teacher Usability
The materials can be used as a unit or as
individual activities to enhance existing
curricula. There is little or no background
for the teacher and the phrase “it gets
tricky” often appears.

Energy Content
Many good lessons which identify
renewable/non renewable energy sources.
This is an excellent curriculum on energy
conservation.


